
 
 

 

Prime Minister Morgan Tsvangirai ends  
Africa Diplomatic Safari 

 
5 May 2013 

 

Prime Minister Morgan Tsvangirai ended his Africa 
diplomatic safari on Sunday after meeting Mr. Daniel Kablan 
Duncan, the Prime Minister of Cote d’ Ivoire on Saturday and 
President Ian Khama of Botswana on Sunday.  
 
The diplomatic offensive was targeted at key leaders of four 
of the regional blocks that make up the Africa Union i.e. 
SADC, ECOWAS, EAC and the Central African regional block 
led by Gabon. 
 
The AU and SADC are the political curators of the inclusive 
government and are major stakeholders whose mandate is 
to ensure that all legal and political processes are 
transparent and will lead to a free, fair and credible election 
in Zimbabwe.  
 
Cote d ‘Ivoire are the current Chairperson of the Economic 
Community of West Africa (ECOWAS) whilst President 
Khama, as a neighbor of Zimbabwe, has maintained an active 
interest in the political situation in Zimbabwe since his 
country, together with South Africa, has borne the brunt of 
the 12-year crisis of governance by accommodating a good 
number of both political and economic refugees from 
Zimbabwe. 
 
The PM of Cote d Ivoire, after getting a brief from PM 
Tsvangirai said “Africa cannot afford another Cote d Ivoire 
experience. “  
 



 

This was in reference to the violence that erupted after 
former President Laurent Gbabgo refused to vacate the seat 
of Presidency after losing elections to the current President 
Alassane Quattara.  
 
He said his country, within the context of both ECOWAS and 
the AU will stand by the people of Zimbabwe and will not 
accept a repeat of what happened in Zimbabwe in 2008 or in 
their own country. 
 
President Khama, in his meeting with Prime Minister 
Morgan Tsvangirai reiterated his position that SADC will 
have to meet to adopt the roadmap for a free, fair and 
credible poll and agree on how the elections are going to be 
monitored. President Khama said “SADC appointed the 
facilitator and initiated the GPA and thus ultimately remains 
accountable for the conclusion and monitoring of the 
political process to a free and fair election”. 
 
Prime Minister Tsvangirai who returned home on Sunday, 
was accompanied by the Minister of State in his office, Hon 
Jameson Timba who is also his party’s Secretary for 
International Relations & Cooperation.  
 
Commenting at the end of the Africa regional tour, Minister 
Timba said, “ It is now clear that Africa is now speaking with 
one voice on Zimbabwe. The leaders made it clear that they 
will not accept either a violent or a rigged election and they 
also expressed their exasperation with the shenanigans of 
ZANU-PF”. Hon Timba added that  “It is also clear that the 
yesteryear single voice of solidarity with an individual or the 
former single ruling party ZANU-PF, is now raptured and 
replaced by solidarity with the democratic aspirations of the 
majority of Zimbabweans who are yearning for a better life 
under a new democratic dispensation.” 
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